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In Memoriam

Up-coming Events/Services

40 days ~ Nina Denisevich, Ruth Cryan,

John Babich, Jean Thanas

08 William Henry Peristere (1965)

10  Pandora Michael Kerma (1985)
Vrisidha Constantine (1994)

11 Magdalina Karoli (1959)

12 Konstandina D. Joseph (1962)

13 Charles George (1962)
*Metropolitan Theofan (S. Noli
1965)

Coffee Hour: Building Community

Today ?77?

Mar. 15 7?7?77

Mar. 22 ?777?

Call Laura Chadwick 268-2865 to sponsor a coffee hour

Teuta News/Information

March 22nd - Teuta Meeting: Vi Bowe collecting
2009 membership dues

Prayers for Blessings

Christy Adams; Joyce Athanas; John Balga;
Elvira Chadwick; Charles Michael Csernica;
Monica Demetri; Charles Dougiello, Sr.; Bob

6

Herman; Richard Hirst; Nicholas
Hotova; Diane Hoffmeyer; the child
Aisalyn Hurd; Violeta Kosdandini; Meni
Kyriacou; Katherine LaBache; Christy
Lambert; Elizabeth Lambro; ; Rita
Lazar; Dhimitra Leka; John Louis, Sr.;
Louise Moran; Theodore Morrison;
Meropi (Mary) Nichio; Minnie Phostole;
Pandora Plasa; Eleanor Polena; Mark
Sabatino; David Schutte; Gloria Simo;
Tessie Sotir; Joanne Tallcouch; Peter

Thanas; Mary, Peter Themel; Christy, Stephen
& Leonora Thomas; Vincent J. Torre; Mitchell
Trotta; Aphrodita (Rita) Vangel.

As a community of Faith our prime responsibility is to support one
another — in both faith and action. Prayer combines both. Please
submit the name of the person for whom you wish to pray — and
remember that when the prayers have been answered, to take that
name off the list as well

Today

Mar.

Mar.

Mar.

Mar.

Mar.
Mar.
Mar.

14

15

21

22

25
28
29

9:30 AM General Confession and
Church School

10 AM Liturgy — Sunday of Orthodoxy
— return of the konizmat icons

4:00 PM Pan-Orthodox Vespers at
St. John (Mill Hill)

5:00 PM Great Vespers followed by
personal confession.

9:30 AM Church School

10 AM Liturgy — St. Gregory Palamas
4:00 PM Pan-Orthodox Vespers at
St. John (Broadbridge Ave.,
Stratford)

5:00 PM Great Vespers followed by
personal confession.

9:30 AM Church School

10 AM Liturgy — Sunday of the Cross
4:00 PM Pan-Orthodox Vespers at
St. Nicholas Orthodox Church, Park
Ave., Bpt.

9:30 AM Liturgy: Annunciation

NO VESPERS

10 AM Liturgy — St. John of the Ladder
4:00 PM Pan-Orthodox Vespers at
St. George, Trumbull.

Furniture/Household items Needed

This is a very exciting time for many VA
Connecticut veterans who have been homeless.
Soon they will be moving into their own
apartments.

Furniture in good (lightly used) condition and
household items are needed to make these
apartments a home.

If you have items to donate please call Jennifer
DeGaetano at the Errera Community Care Center
at (203) 500-5613.
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We act as though comfort and luxury were the

chief requirements of life, |

is something to be enthusiastic about. |

-Charles Kingsley :

| when all that we need to make us really happy |
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Triumph of Orthodoxy
By Father Alexander Schmemann

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.

Rejoicing today in the triumph of Orthodoxy on
this first Sunday of Lent, we joyfully commemorate
three events: one event belonging to the past; one
event to the present; and one event which still
belongs to the future.

Whenever we have any feast or joy in the
Church, we Orthodox first of all look back — for in
our present life we depend on what happened in the
past. We depend first of all, of course, on the first
and the ultimate triumph -- that of Christ Himself.
Our faith is rooted in that strange defeat which
became the most glorious victory — the defeat of a
man nailed to the cross, who rose again from the
dead, who is the Lord and the Master of the world.
This is the first triumph of Orthodoxy. This is the
content of all our commemorations and of all our joy.
This man selected and chose twelve men, gave
them power to preach about that defeat and that
victory, and sent them to the whole world saying
preach and baptize, build up the Church, announce
the Kingdom of God. And you know, my brothers
and sisters, how those twelve men — very simple
men indeed, simple fishermen — went out and
preached. The world hated them, the Roman Empire
persecuted them, and they were covered with blood.
But that blood was another victory. The Church
grew: the Church covered the universe with the true
faith. After 300 years of the most unequal conflict
between the powerful Roman Empire and the
powerless Christian Church, the Roman Empire
accepted Christ as Lord and Master. That was the
second triumph of Orthodoxy. The Roman Empire
recognized the one whom it crucified and those
whom it persecuted as the bearers of truth, and their
teaching as the teaching of life eternal. The Church
triumphed. But then the second period of troubles
began.

The following centuries saw many attempts to
distort the faith, to adjust it to human needs, to fill it
with human content. In each generation there were
those who could not accept that message of the
cross and resurrection and life eternal. They tried to

change it, and those changes we call heresies.
Again there were persecutions. Again, Orthodox
bishops, monks and laymen defended their faith and
were condemned and went into exile and were
covered with blood. And after five centuries of those
conflicts and persecutions and discussions, the day
came which we commemorate today, the day of the
final victory of Orthodoxy as the true faith over all the
heresies. It happened on the first Sunday of Lent in
the year 843 in Constantinople. After almost 100
years of persecution directed against the worship of
the holy icons, the Church finally proclaimed that the
truth had been defined, that the truth was fully in the
possession of the Church. And since then all
Orthodox people, wherever they live, have gathered
on this Sunday to proclaim before the world their
faith in that truth, their belief that their Church is truly
apostolic, truly Orthodox, truly universal. This is the
event of the past that we commemorate today.

But let us ask ourselves one question: Do all
the triumphs of Orthodoxy, all the victories, belong to
the past? Looking at the present today, we
sometimes feel that our only consolation is to
remember the past. Then Orthodoxy was glorious,
then the Orthodox Church was powerful, then it
dominated. But what about the present? My dear
friends, if the triumph of Orthodoxy belongs to the
past only, if there is nothing else for us to do but
commemorate, to repeat to ourselves how glorious
was the past, then Orthodoxy is dead. But we are
here tonight to witness to the fact that Orthodoxy not
only is not dead but also that it is once more and
forever celebrating its own triumph — the triumph of
Orthodoxy. We don’t have to fight heresies among
ourselves, but we have other things that once more
challenge our Orthodox faith.

Today, gathered here together, Orthodox of
various national backgrounds, we proclaim and we
glorify first of all our unity in Orthodoxy. This is the
triumph of Orthodoxy in the present. This is a most
wonderful event: that all of us, with all our
differences, with all our limitations, with all our
weaknesses, can come together and say we belong
to that Orthodox faith, that we are one in Christ and
in Orthodoxy. We are living very far from the
traditional centers of Orthodoxy. We call ourselves
Eastern Orthodox, and yet we are here in the West,

hhkkhhhhhhhkhhhhhhhhhhhhhhkhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhdhhhkhhhhhhkx

it

This month’s Collection is to provide financial support for

Orthodox Missions (OCMC)
Or you can use the coin box




The Martyr

Triumph of Orthodoxy - the restoration of icons

March 08, 2009

Volume 20

A parish bulletin ~ deadline Thursday Evening @ 6 PM <StGeorgeTrumbull@aol.com>

so far from those glorious cities which were centers
of the Orthodox faith for centuries — Constantinople,
Alexandria, Antioch, Jerusalem, Moscow. How far
are those cities. And yet, don't we have the feeling
that something of a miracle has happened, that God
has sent us here, far into the West, not just in order
to settle here, to increase our income, to build up a
community. He also has sent us as apostles of
Orthodoxy, so that this faith, which historically was
limited to the East, now is becoming a faith which is
truly and completely universal.

This is a thrilling moment in the history of
Orthodoxy. That is why it is so important for us to be
here tonight and to understand, to realize, to have
that vision of what is going on. People were crossing
the ocean, coming here, not thinking so much about
their faith as about themselves, about their lives,
about their future. They were usually poor people,
they had a difficult life, and they built those little
Orthodox churches everywhere in America not for
other people but for themselves, just to remember
their homes, to perpetuate their tradition. They didn’t
think of the future. And yet this is what happened:
the Orthodox Church was sent here through and
with those poor men. The truth itself, the fullness of
the apostolic faith -- all this came here, and here we
are now, filling this hall and proclaiming this
apostolic faith — the faith that has strengthened the
universe. And this leads us to the event which still
belongs to the future.

If today we can only proclaim, if we can only
pray for that coming triumph of Orthodoxy in this
country and in the world, our Orthodox faith forces
us to believe that it is not by accident but by divine
providence that the Orthodox faith today has
reached all countries, all cities, all continents of the
universe. After that historic weakness of our religion,
after the persecutions by the Roman Empire, by the
Turks, by the godless atheists, after all the troubles
that we had to go through, today a new day begins.
Something new is going to happen. And it is this
future of Orthodoxy that we have to rejoice about
today.

We can already have a vision of that future
when, in the West, a strong American Orthodox
Church comes into existence. We can see how this
faith, which for such a long time was an alien faith

here, will become truly and completely universal in
the sense that we will answer the questions of all
men, and also all their questions. For if we believe in
that word: "Orthodoxy," "the true faith"; if for one
moment we try to understand what it means: the
true, the full Christianity, as it has been proclaimed
by Christ and His disciples; if our Church has
preserved for all ages the message of the apostles
and of the fathers and of the saints in its purest form,
then, my dear friends, here is the answer to the
questions and to the problems and to the sufferings
of our world. You know that our world today is so
complex. It is changing all the time. And the more it
changes, the more people fear, the more they are
frightened by the future, the more they are
preoccupied by what will happen to them. And this is
where Orthodoxy must answer their problem; this is
where Orthodoxy must accept the challenge of
modern civilization and reveal to men of all nations,
to all men in the whole world, that it has remained
the force of God left in history for the transformation,
for the deification, for the transfiguration of human
life.

The past, the present, the future: At the
beginning, one lonely man on the cross — the
complete defeat. And if at that time we had been
there with all our human calculations, we probably
would have said: "That's the end. Nothing else will
happen." The twelve left Him. There was no one, no
one to hope. The world was in darkness. Everything
seemed finished. And you know what happened
three days later. Three days later He appeared. He
appeared to His disciples, and their hearts were
burning within them because they knew that He was
the risen Lord. And since then, in every generation,
there have been people with burning hearts, people
who have felt that this victory of Christ had to be
carried again and again into this world, to be
proclaimed in order to win new human souls and to
be the transforming force in history.

Today this responsibility belongs to us. We feel
that we are weak. We feel that we are limited, we
are divided, we are still separated in so many
groups, we have so many obstacles to overcome.
But today, on the Sunday of Orthodoxy, we close our
eyes for a second and we rejoice in that unity which
is already here: priests of various national churches
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praying together, people of all backgrounds uniting
in prayer for the triumph of Orthodoxy. We are
already in a triumph, and may God help us keep that
triumph in our hearts, so that we never give up hope
in that future event in the history of orthodoxy when
Orthodoxy will become the victory which eternally
overcomes all the obstacles, because that victory is
the victory of Christ Himself.

As we approach the most important moment of
the Eucharist, the priest says, "Let us love one
another, that with one mind we may confess...."
What is the condition of the real triumph of
Orthodoxy? What is the way leading to the real, the
final, the ultimate victory of our faith? The answer
comes from the Gospel. The answer comes from
Christ Himself and from the whole tradition of
Orthodoxy. It is love. Let us love one another, that
with one mind we may confess . . . confess our faith,
our Orthodoxy. Let us, from now on, feel responsible
for each other. Let us understand that even if we are
divided in small parishes, in small dioceses, we first
of all belong to one another. We belong together, to
Christ, to His Body, to the Church. Let us feel
responsible for each other, and let us love one
another. Let us put above everything else the
interests of Orthodoxy in this country. Let us
understand that each one of us today has to be the
apostle of Orthodoxy in a country which is not yet
Orthodox, in a society which is asking us: "What do
you believe?" "What is your faith?" And let us, above
everything else, keep the memory, keep the
experience, keep the taste of that unity which we are
anticipating tonight.

At the end of the first century — when the
Church was still a very small group, a very small
minority, in a society which was definitely anti-
Christian when the persecution was beginning — St.
John the Divine, the beloved disciple of Christ, wrote
these words: "And this is the victory, our faith, this is
the victory." There was no victory at that time, and
yet he knew that in his faith he had the victory that
can be applied to us today. We have the promise of
Christ: that the gates of hell will never prevail against
the Church. We have the promise of Christ that if we
have faith, all things are possible. We have the
promise of the Holy Spirit, that He will fill all that
which is weak, that He will help us at the moment

when we need help. In other words, we have all the
possibilities, we have everything that we need, and
therefore the victory is ours. It is not a human victory
which can be defined in terms of money, of human
success, of human achievements. What we are
preaching tonight, what we are proclaiming tonight,
what we are praying for tonight, is the victory of
Christ in me, in us, in all of you in the Orthodox
Church in America. And that victory of Christ in us,
of the one who for us was crucified and rose again
from the dead, that victory will be the victory of His
Church.

Today is the triumph of Orthodoxy, and a hymn
sung today states solemnly and simply: "This is the
Apostolic faith, this is the Orthodox faith, this is the
faith of the Fathers, this is the faith that is the
foundation of the world."

My dear brothers and sisters, this is also our
own faith. We are chosen. We are elected. We are
the happy few that can say of our faith, "apostolic,"
"universal," "the faith of our fathers," "Orthodoxy,"
“the truth." Having this wonderful treasure, let us
preserve it, let us keep it, and let us also use it in
such a way that this treasure becomes the victory of
Christ in us and in His Church. Amen.

Protopresbyter Alexander Schmemann

hhkkhhhhhhhkhhhhhhhhhhhhhhkhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhdhhhkhhhhhhkx

it

This month’s Collection is to provide financial support for

Orthodox Missions (OCMC)
Or you can use the coin box




