
2025 Year-end Thank yous! 
 
The parish of St. George extends our heartfelt thanks to the many people who helped support St. George 
with their dedicated stewardship over the past year. Please continue below to read some specific 
acknowledgments. 

________________________________________ 
 

First off, we would like to offer our thanks to our Parish Council for their continued stewardship, 
diligence, and efforts to manage the leadership of St. George over the past year, and for the many having 
served the Council over several years.  Our Parish Council is manned by Curt Dionis (President) along 
with Laura Coughlin, Luba Csernica, Peter Dacey, Joe Galich, Louise Gallagher, Cathy Hotova, 
and Bob Lazar. Also thanks to Bill Kovachi who helped Curt in this transition this year.  
 
Also critical in supporting St. George, we give our sincere thanks to Fr. Sergei Bouteneff, Fr. George 
Coca, and to Fr. Danaks Rhodes who serve Divine Liturgies for us each month. Without a priest serving 
Liturgies, there would be no St. George parish. We are eternally grateful! 
 
To Louise Gallagher for baking Meshe which is needed for our Divine Liturgies. 
 
Many thanks to Louise Gallagher and Sally Balis, who faithfully come in early each week to help 
organize and to light candles for the start of each Liturgy or service. 
 
Our thanks to the Choir for their singing at all of the services the past year. Additional thanks to our choir 
director Karen Masek, and to our substitute directors Laura Denisevich and Laura Coughlin. 
 
Cantors Peter Dacey and Charles Soter for their dedication to the readings and chanting at our services. 
 
To Bob Lazar for his assistance in the sanctuary – he faithfully helps at all services. 
 
To the Altar Servers for their time and assistance 
 
To Louise Gallagher and Bob Lazar who faithfully change the table cloths when required by feast or 
church season.  Thanks to Louise who also irons and prepares all the table cloths ahead of time so they 
are ready to be switched out. 
 
To Nardi Tollkuci and Olsi, Kosta, and Evan Nani, who assisted during some services with the reading 
the Gospel lessons in Albanian. 
 
To Louise Gallagher for all her outside landscaping work during the growing seasons -  the purchasing 
and planting of plants and flowers, watering during the warm weather, etc. keeping the entrance to our 
church beautiful. 
 
To Luba Csernica and Cathy Hotova for the live-streaming of services. 
 
Many thanks go out to our Church School Coordinator & Teachers: Pauline Dionis, Nicole, Brooke, & 
Sophie Dionis for all their efforts and coordination of our Church School program. 
 
We also wish to thank our Church School children who designed and created thank you cards for our 
parish Veteran’s which were distributed on Veteran’s Day, and holiday cards which were included in bags 
of Christmas Cheer that were delivered to our senior parishioners who are restricted at home. 



Thanks to Donna Kerma for being our resident photographer – it allows us to share key moments during 
the church year with others. Also, a shout out to Pandora Kerma who took all the photographs for our 
100 Anniversary Journal Book, the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy, and Anniversary Banquet for our 100th 
Anniversary celebration. 
 
Many thanks to Cathy Hotova, Louise Gallagher and Kim O’Brien for all their efforts keeping coffee 
hour refreshments and supplies purchased, available, set-up, and ready to go each Sunday. Also, a big 
shout out and thank you to Bob Lazar who makes sure the trash is removed from the kitchen each week. 
Bob also handles the recyclables when that bin is full. If you would like to host a Coffee Hour, please use 
the sign-up sheet outside the kitchen window.  
 
A new railing was installed in August on the rear sloped walkway at the rear of the church.  Many thanks 
go out to Dave Denisevich who researched, spec'd, and coordinated the installation.  This railing is 
expected to help some of our seniors who use this walkway to get to their cars in the parking lot. 
 
We wish to again congratulate and welcome Julia, Jared, and Liliana Mae Poltrack and Nancy 
Poltrack who were received into the Orthodox Church this year. Pauline Dionis served as their 
sponsor. God grant them Many Years!  
 
Thanks to those who helped decorate the church for the Feast of the Nativity of Christ (Christmas):  
to Sue & Joe Galich for purchasing a new Christmas tree and assembling and decorating it. To Jennifer 
Goetz for decorating the Church Icons and Iconostas, to Louise Gallagher for setting up and arranging 
the poinsettia plants, and to the Church School for decorating a tree in the Church Hall. 
 
For all of the St. Nicholas Party coordination, we thank Pauline Dionis, Curt & Nicole Dionis, & the 
Teuta Lakror-making group who handled all the major aspects of planning, cooking, and preparation 
for the celebration. To Diane Cryan, Laura Denisevich, Pauline Dionis & Cathy Hotova who helped 
with the cleanup.  To Greg Buzi II for "arranging" a visit from Santa, and to Sophie & Brooke 
Dionis who welcomed Santa, and helped Santa hand out his gifts to the children. Our final thank you goes 
to Old Towne Restaurant (60 Quality St, Trumbull) who donated the pizza’s for the party. 
 
Thanks to Nardi Tollkuci and Aida Kalapo for organizing and coordinating a Valentine's Day Dance in 
February, and an Albania Independence Day Party in December. These events raised approximately 
$3,500 for St. George. 

_______________________________________ 
 
A large portion of the first half of 2025 was in preparation of St. George’s celebration of its 100th 
Anniversary.  Major initiatives that occurred during the year included the 100th Anniversary T-Shirt sale, 
the creation and publication of a 100th Anniversary Journal Book, the 100 Acts of Service initiative to 
complete 100 Acts of Good Works, and the Buy-a-Brick fundraiser to support the future construction of a 
Prayer Patio. 
 
The 100th Anniversary celebration was held on Sunday, June 22nd with a Hierarchical Divine Liturgy 
and Anniversary Banquet. Our extreme thanks go out to the Anniversary Committee who worked 
countless hours to develop and plan, schedule, communicate, and bring about a wonderful array of events 
and programs culminating with this day of celebration.  The committee comprised of Laura 
Coughlin and Curt Dionis as co-chairmen, Diane Cryan, Peter Dacey, Jennifer Goetz, Cathy Hotova, 
Bob Lazar, Karen Masek, and Kim O’Brien.  The parish wishes to specifically acknowledge and 
thank Laura Coughlin for her leadership, diligence, and energy over the past year to pull off this 
milestone day for St. George.  
 



We wish to thank those who served during the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy for us on this day: Bishop 
Nikodhim - Bishop of Boston and the Albanian Archdiocese; Nikollaq Lako - Assistant to Bishop 
Nikodhim;  Fr. Mark Doku - Chancellor of the Albanian Archdiocese and Rector of St. Mary's Church 
in Worcester, MA;  Fr. John Kreta - Chancellor of the Diocese of New England and Priest at All Saints 
of North America Church in Salisbury, CT, Fr. George Coca - Retired past Priest from St. Dimitrie 
Church, Easton in the Romanian Episcopate, and of course our own Fr. Sergei Bouteneff.  
 
An Anniversary Banquet was held in the afternoon at Tashua Knolls Club in Trumbull where parish 
members, families and friends celebrated with a cocktail hour with appetizers, a dinner, and dancing. We 
wish to thank Peter Dacey who served as our Master of Ceremonies, and our speakers:  Laura Coughlin, 
Bishop Nikodhim, Bill Kovachi, and Curt Dionis. 
 
St. George received a relic of St. George from the Albanian Orthodox Archdiocese in America for our 
100th Anniversary celebration. The St. George relics were enshrined in a small reliquary at the bottom of a 
new icon of St. George that was commissioned. Our thanks go out to Dave Denisevich who built an oak 
icon stand that matches our others and holds the St. George relics.  
 
Thanks to the following to worked to put together a 30-minute Historical Photo slideshow with numerous 
photos from our parish life over the years – it was a favorite for many to watch at the Anniversary 
Banquet:  to TJ Coughlin for putting together the loop, to Evelyn (Leka) Kreta and Laura 
Coughlin digging through the photos, and to Diane Cryan, Peter Dacey and Cathy Hotova for all their 
help scanning photos.  

________________________________________ 
 
As mentioned prior, one of St. George’s major initiatives this year was called 100 Acts of Service which 
kicked off in 2025, recognizing St. George’s Centennial Anniversary year.  Besides the numerous 
anonymous small gestures of care, kindness, and outreach from dozens and dozens of our 
parishioners, there were several large projects and events that need special mentioning: 
 
St. George helped on two occasions in 2025 with the making of fleece-tie blankets (or Binkies) in support 
of the Binky Patrol – Comforting Covers organization.  In January, St. George hosted a major blanket 
making event (a total of 110 volunteers from our local area, including 21 from St. George, participated 
and made 153 blankets) sending the blankets to children affected by the large wildfires in California. In 
November, 20 volunteers from St. George gathered to make 23 fleece-tie blankets that were distributed to 
local children in need for Christmas. St. George also dedicated the final 2 months of the year’s Monthly 
Charity Tray to the Binky Patrol organization to help them with purchasing fleece material.  Many thanks 
to all the blanket making volunteers, and a special shout out to Sharon Buzi and Laura Coughlin who 
coordinated and organized the events.  
 
A group of parishioners from St. George attended a “Faith and Family Night” at Total Mortgage Arena 
in Bridgeport on Sat, Feb 15th for an evening of hockey, fellowship, family fun, and to support the IOCC 
(International Orthodox Christian Charities) for their hurricane relief efforts. There were about 450 
Orthodox Christians who participated from 15 Orthodox churches.  Participants were primarily members 
of FORCC (Fellowship of Orthodox Churches of Connecticut), but also parishes from central NJ up to 
Boston participated. 
 
On Feb 17th, 23 frozen turkeys and hams were delivered to the Bishop Jean Williams Community 
Market and to the Thomas Merton Family Center - a food pantry and soup kitchen located in 
Bridgeport. Thanks go out to Curt, Brooke & Sophie Dionis, Pauline Dionis, Evan and Kosta Nani, 
and Fr. Sergei Bouteneff for the loading of food and making the deliveries. Finally, many thanks to all 
anonymous parishioners who donate and support these outreach initiatives. 



 
St. George committed with other Trumbull faith-based churches, communities, and organizations to 
participate in a coordinated food drive called Refill the Pantry  which is  supporting the “Trumbull Food 
Pantry”.  There were 2 food drives during the year, and in support of those drives, we collected pantry 
stable food items in March & April, and a 2nd time in July & August.  For those same months, we 
dedicated our monthly Charity Tray donations to the Refill the Pantry program. Many thanks to all of 
the St. George parishioners who donated pantry items for these drives. Finally, as part of the Refill 
the Pantry program, we wish to acknowledge and thank 5 parishioners: Laura Chadwick, Laura 
Coughlin, Sue Galich, Cathy Hotova, and Kim O’Brien who volunteered at the Trumbull Stop & Shop 
on August 16th to hand out slips to shoppers of needed pantry items, and to collect cash donations for the 
Trumbull Food Pantry. 
 
In May & June, Kosta Nani, one of our Altar Servers, put together a project to donate backpacks and 
school supplies for a school in Korçë County, southeastern Albania.  St. George parishioners made direct 
purchases and donations of various school supplies along with a total of $600 in cash donations, which 
was collected during our monthly Charity Tray collection. Kosta purchased additional supplies and 
backpacks with the cash donations. The backpacks and supplies (a total of 247 lbs worth) were personally 
donated in Albania in late July to approximately 80 students from Grade 1 through 9 (about 10 students 
per grade). Thanks go to Kosta and the Nani family (it took the Nani family to help transport all the 
filled backpacks to Albania). 
 
On Saturday, Dec 13th, a group of “Elves" from St. George prepared and delivered bags of Christmas 
Cheer for several of our senior parishioners who are restricted at home or haven't been able to attend 
church services due to age or health. Our sincere thanks go out to: Pam Buzi, Sharon Buzi, Laura 
Chadwick, Laura Coughlin, Diane Cryan, Luba Csernica, Laura Denisevich, Sue Galich, Jennifer 
Goetz, Karen Masek, and Kim O'Brien.  
 
At the annual St. Nicholas Party, the Church School asks attendees to bring a Christmas gift to donate to 
local charity toy drive. This year the Church School collected gifts that went to the 3rd Graders at 
Beardsley Elementary School (Bridgeport) as part of a coordinated project with FOCUS North 
America (The Fellowship of Orthodox Christians United to Serve) and 2 other Orthodox Churches in 
Bridgeport (Holy Ghost Church on East Main St & St. John's Church on Mill Hill). 
 

________________________________________ 
 
Lastly and most importantly, we wish to acknowledge and thank the Teuta Society for their continued 
leadership and organization of fund-raising and fellowship events for the parish of St. George. Teuta’s 
officers include Diane Cryan, Sue Galich, Laura Denisevich, and Louise Gallagher. 
 
The Fall Bazaar is St. George's major fundraising event during the calendar year. It’s important both 
socially and financially.  And thanks to all who came out and help support it. A heartfelt thank-you goes 
out to the numerous unnamed volunteers who had their hand in assisting with the Bazaar in some way - 
with organizing, prepping, hall set-up, cooking, baking, donating, working the event, and all the clean-up, 
putting everything away, and the re-setting of the church hall at the end. This is a church event that takes 
dozens of volunteers to execute - again, we thank all of our volunteers and contributors. 
 
This year’s Bazaar had tables for Ethnic dishes, Take-out meals, Albanian pastries, Take-A-Chance table, 
Pop-up store and handcrafted items, a Children’s Craft Table, and a table for selling Albanian logo T-
shirts & tote-bags, our 100th Anniversary Program book, and our Buy-A-Brick fundraiser for our planned 
Prayer Patio.  But again, we especially wish to recognize and thank the women of the Teuta Society who 
are the major driver and effort behind this event. 



 
In November, the Teuta Ladies sponsored a Lakror Workshop & Social. The workshop’s purpose was to 
learn how to make lakror or to brush up on techniques, but also to be social and fun. Many thanks 
to Laura Denisevich who organized, purchased the ingredients, and coordinated the event. 
 

________________________________________ 
 
Our church services are the most important part of our St. George parish community - a final thank you to 
all those who came to pray and celebrate the services during this past year.  
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